
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

August 9, 2002

RCRA Information Center (RIC)
Attention:  Docket Number RCRA-2002-0019
Office of Solid Waste (5305G)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters (EPA HQ)
Ariel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460-0002

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is in response to the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA’s) Notice of Data
Availability, “NESHAP:  Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Hazardous Waste
Combustors (Final Replacement Standards and Phase II) - Notice of Data Availability,”
which appeared in the July 2, 2002, Federal Register (67 FR 44452).   Enclosed please
find two copies of the Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) comments concerning DOE’s
TSCA Incinerator data base, which is one of the data sets that EPA plans to use to
propose National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for hazardous waste
burning combustors.

The Department appreciates the opportunity to comment on the data base to be used for
the analysis.  If there are any questions concerning the enclosure, please contact Mal
Humphreys of DOE’s Oak Ridge Operations Office (865-576-4307;
HumphreysMP@oro.doe.gov) or Ted Koss of my staff (202-586-7964;
Theodore.Koss@eh.doe.gov).

                                                            Sincerely,

 
Andy Lawrence

                                                            Director
                                                            Office of Environmental Policy and Guidance

2 Enclosures  
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DOE Comments on the EPA’s Notice of Data Availability on Data Bases to be Used
for Developing Proposed National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air

Pollutants (NESHAP) for Hazardous Waste Combustors 
(Federal Register Vol. 67, No. 127, July 2, 2002)

Docket Number RCRA-2002-0019

Department of Energy staff have reviewed EPA’s source data sheets for DOE’s TSCA
Incinerator (available at:
<http://www.epa.gov/hwcmact/ph2noda1/page2-3.htm#Words>) and have the following
comments:

1. On page 1, rows 5 and 9, we suggest changing "K-25" to "ETTP," (which is the
abbreviation for the East Tennessee Technology Park).

2. On page 1, row 15, note that the thermal capacity of this unit is 30 million Btu/hr
based on design specifications.

3. On page 1, row 16, note that soot blowing is not applicable to this unit.

4. On page 1, row 20, note that polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are treated in this
unit.

5. On page 1, row 21, note that the auxiliary fuel is natural gas.

6. On page 1, row 26, the stack gas velocity should be 21.4 ft/sec rather than 6.6
ft/sec.

7. On page 1, row 29, note that the permitting status is Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) continuing authority based on submittal of reapplication
in 1997.

8. A large amount of data was taken from the Trial Burn Reports and placed in the
Excel spread sheets.  This was done accurately.  Several parameters were
converted to alternative units, and these also appear to have been done correctly.

9. On page 6, row 28, the primary organic heating value should be 29,915 BTU/lb
rather than 20,915 BTU/lb (for the 2001 Trial Burn).

10. Stack emissions for total hydrocarbons are shown as provided in the 2001 Trial
Burn Report. However, Shaw E&I considers these data to not be of regulatory
quality and suggests that these not be used for setting hydrocarbon standards.  
There were problems with the hydrocarbon analyzer during the Trial Burn, and
the values appear high in light of the high organic destruction and removal
efficiency (DRE) demonstrated.

11. Metals emissions for the 2001 Trial Burn were converted from units of :g/dscf
to :g/dscm. It appears that EPA included a correction for stack oxygen
concentration that had already been included in the :g/dscf number.

12. The solid feed ash content for Runs 2 and 3 of the 1989 data should be 72.99
wt% rather than 0.
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